MIDSUMMER'S EVE	339
Her mouth as well as her eyes opened as the import of his
words reached her, and her hands, which had been rather
awkwardly pressed low down into her boy's pockets, began un-
consciously to clasp each other, squeezing her knuckles white.
"But—you are—sure, D.?" she gasped in a low voice.
"They may have had a child, but are you sure it was you!"
No-man who had been astonished and a little hurt at her
previous calmness, couldn't prevent a flicker of satisfaction in
the presence of her agitation, the satisfaction a person naturally
feels when startling news produces its proper effect.
"There can be no possible doubt/' he said dryly. "The
man's my father. I've got to make the best of it."
"Do you—like him?"
No-man gave vent to a grim chuckle. "It's not a question of
that, my dear. It's a question of—it's a—different question,
Wizz."
"And Jenny says Nance has got fond of you; and I	"
He caught her up. "And you, I suppose, have got, as you
say, 'fond' of him! It seems a peculiarity of girls to do that.
Thuella appears altogether	"
He stopped abruptly, aware of the deep trouble in her face.
Then he laid his hand on her shoulder. "Don't 'ee take it too
hard, old girl," he whispered gently. "Perhaps it's just as well
you do like him—since I'm his son."
"Oh, why, why, didn't you tell me this before?"
He made a vague gesture of helplessness.
"You knew in February, didn't you?" she said sharply.
"No, I didn't know then."
"But that was when—wasn't it ?"
"I didn't know then."
She was silent, letting her eyes wander to the headstones that
were visible through the iron gates.
"I don't see/' he said slowly, "why you should take this so
hard. It's me—it's I—not you—who's got to deal with it."
Her reply came quickly. "You ought to have told me from the
start. You're not open with me, D.—not only about him,
but about everything—oh, why did I ever	?" and her
mouth drew down ominously. "You've not been open with me,"
she repeated, swallowing the lump in her throat.
"Were you so open with me then, my girl? A lot you ever
told me about	"

